>§P Act One Beginners

OXFORD A behind-the-scenes work experience blog, written by our
PLAYHOUSE participants

This week, 13 of us from various schools and colleges around Oxford all came together
to do a work experience week at the Oxford Playhouse. We attended a variety of
workshops, visited most areas of the Playhouse, and worked on three projects across the
course of the week. At the Oxford Playhouse, we were able to take part in a wide variety
of activities around the theatre, including workshops, tours, and projects to learn about all
aspects that go into a show behind the curtains.

The week is organised into workshops with different staff around the theatre, such as
technical supervisors, the marketing team and producers, in order to interactively educate
and let you participate in activities that emulate how certain aspects of the Oxford
Playhouse are run, as well as what the positions entail in day-to-day life. At the same
time, you work in groups in order to complete projects that will assist in shaping the future
of the Oxford Playhouse, for example by designing a campaign, working on a proof, or
inspiring the next generation of actors.

For our week of work experience, the group was given a tour backstage, from the wings
to the workshop, as well as being able to take the ropes of the flying system. The staff
were super friendly, talking with us about their jobs and organising activities for us like
making mocktails with front of house and budgeting for potential shows.

The environment at the Oxford Playhouse is welcoming to all, and a place where young
people can experience handling the same responsibility as adults while working
collaboratively with staff, independently and in a group. With the ability to work and make
decisions together, we could work on projects that aligned with our interests in theatre,
and learn about working in a professional environment. Work experience at the Oxford
Playhouse helps connect those looking into all aspects of theatre in the future, creating a
community and possibly lifelong friends.

And finally, thank you to all the team who helped us and ran all our workshops.
Everything you said was so valuable and really helpful! Your enthusiasm for your different
jobs was so inspiring, and it was amazing that you’ve given up your time to show us what
you do.

Thank you again.



Some words of wisdom from some of us!

| was surprised by the sheer amount of different people we met and how many different
roles existed within the playhouse, we got to learn everything from marketing,
fundraising and producing, to tech and then all the way to the front of house. As
someone who has only really partaken in acting and on-stage craft in theatres it was
such an eye-opening experience to not only see but actively learn about all the other
roles that take place behind the curtain. — Gulperi

| was expecting a lot less hands on practical experience and was pleasantly pleased by
the amount of involvement we got to partake in, it made the whole week much more
enjoyable and memorable. Being able to collaborate on our projects as a group also
helped to build our teamwork in such an inviting and supportive environment. -Martha

As I’'m usually on stage acting, | was so grateful to be able to experience all of the hard
work and different jobs that happen behind the scenes. | never expected to meet so
many people during this week, but they were all so friendly and open to any questions |
had about working in a theatre. -Grace

| was a little nervous when | first came here but all the people | have met. Staff and the
people | have been doing this with have made me feel so comfortable and it is a positive
environment. You get treated a lot more maturely than you are in school as well as you
get to see how all aspects of theatre work such as lighting, business and front of house
as well as just the performance part of it. | would definitely come here again, and | highly
recommend it for work experience if you are interested in working in a part of theatre. -
Lila
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